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Shed Light

We create architecture that is based on environmental principles of
good design. Our approach invites people to enjoy the spaces that
we create and to feel connected to the surrounding natural and built
environment. This connection to environment is important and comes
about from our consideration of the relationships between different
spaces, our careful placement of openings for views and light, the
thoughtfulness to integrate new and old and the care we take to
transition between inside and exterior spaces.
The philosophy of our practice is shaped by a desire to deliver creative
and sustainable architecture. Our clients are invested in the outcome
and we work with them to achieve the work we do. Our work is always
about the play of natural light in space, our work is about spaces that
interconnect and we make careful choices a material palette that brings
life to the work. Each of our projects is a reconfiguration of these three
themes, all of which are combined to suit each client’s specific brief,
location, orientation and budget.
We believe our role as architects is inextricably bound to a responsibility
to pursue sustainability. This is not just about blindly pursuing a high
energy star rating. Rather, it is about creating better, smarter designs that
require less resources during construction and consume less resources
when the finished building is in use, while not compromising the needs
our client. Intelligent use of day lighting, insulation and materials is
central to our approach.
There is a tradition of small design based practices like ours making
a difference to Melbourne’s urban environment. We seek to do the
same, one project at a time. We believe that small independent
architectural practices have a role to play in the development of the
built environment. We have chosen to run a small professional practice
so that we can provide services that meets the needs of clients. Our
clients take a real interest in the outcome for them and how the work
benefits the community. Our focus has generally been to bring new life
to an older buildings and to create new buildings for clients who have
a vested interest in the outcome. We advocate for clients to use the
design services of architects and to align their values to architects that
best suits their needs.
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Traralgon Primary School
Taralgon
2018
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Our work for Traralgon Primary School saw us refurbish and renovate
a tired 1960’s Light Timber Frame Construction (LTC) Building to
be more functional, flexible and interesting. The project involved
converting existing classrooms into larger spaces that could be
connected to other classrooms as well as creating more intimate
spaces for small group learning and individual tuition. Alongside
this work we also connected two buildings with an external walkway,
rejuvenated the central passageway and created new store room
facilities to enhance the functioning capabilities of the school.
The impact of the work cannot be underestimated and it goes to
the collaborative efforts of the school community, our client and the
builders (DUCON Maintenance) who helped to create these new
spaces. The ability for teachers to use the spaces we have created
suit their needs for flexible teaching is tremendously important to
a modern curriculum. We were able to re-use and re-imagine the
spaces that existed for about 50 years as something different, modern
and refreshing. On a modest budget we were able to enhance the
variety of spaces, as well as create warm intimate and stimulating
spaces to enable the teachers and students to enjoy their time at
this School.
Throughout the project – from master planning stage through to
practical completion – we worked closely with our client, The Victorian
School Building Authority, the School Community and Builder
(DUCON Maintenance) to ensure we met their budget, time lines
and reporting requirements. For us it once again proves that we do
not need to tear down existing facilities to create a new stimulating
environment for our clients.

Photography by Trevor Mein
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Low Energy Warehouse Conversion
West Melbourne
2015
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Our clients sought a functional and sustainable design for the retrofit
of their exiting home, a two-story warehouse in inner city Melbourne.
The changing needs of the clients and their growing family required
the building’s spaces to be re-worked, and by the suggestion of
the client, Passive House design principles were to be used for
sustainability purposes.
With creative re-use at the core of our design philosophy, we retained
the building’s existing structure. Instead of creative unnecessary
waste, our design was built upon the very concrete and steel
foundations of the warehouse. The building’s finishes pay homage
to its heritage through the display of exposed beam, natural timbers
and metal finishes throughout.
The floor plan required re-structuring from a functional aspect for
our clients and their two children. As a result, the ground floor and
the first floor operate as two very different spaces. The ground floor
now acts as a far more sectioned space, cleverly working bedrooms,
study and working spaces, while the first floor opens up to the world
around the site; creating a grand and expanding living space in
which to enjoy the city views, daylight access and outdoor living.
Upon completion and furnished with the client’s eclectic collection
of books and 1960’s seating, the home strikes a surprisingly warm
equilibrium between function and industrial aesthetics.
A rigorous, voluntary building standard developed in Europe in
the late 1980’s, ‘Passive House’ principles aim to reduce household
energy use by up to 90%, through minimal heating, cooling and
general energy consumption practices. With air-tightness at the
crux of Passive House design, the West Melbourne Warehouse was
fitted with the highest-quality, triple- glazed European-style windows
and a heat- recovery unit to ensure every kilowatt-hour of energy
is retained for as long as possible. Throughout the design process,
these considerations were soon realized as aesthetic features of the
home, with streams of natural light now flooding an atrium-like entry
way – and a defining aspect of the home’s character.
While never having received International Passiv Haus certification
from Germany due to our decision to retain the cement foundation,
DiMase’s Gezellig House achieved a 7 star Australian energy
efficiency rating and being the first of its kind in Australia, attracted
over 150 patrons and media during 2015’s ‘Sustainable House Day’.

Photography by Trevor Mein
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Ground Floor Plan

First Floor Plan
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White Addition
Prahran
2018
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This is a small inner city project for a professional couple.
For us a simple kitchen and bathroom addition should have the
same care and attention as any project. Indeed we felt from the
moment we saw this project that the existing house needed little in
the way of change. The addition of new facilities to the rear offered
an opportunity to make a break between the existing house. The
new addition is a simple and elegant building that relates to the
future garden environment.
Internally the spaces flow from existing to new and the interior
transition is seamless and comfortable.
We captured the beautiful east light in the morning by raising a
tall narrow window above an existing boundary wall so that we can
bring light into the space and bring a splash of colour to our clients
day they come to the kitchen in the morning. We deliberately made
the bathroom a darker more dramatic space and the original rooms
are left clean white and spare.
This is a beautiful renovation that was executed by Clockwork
Constructions.
Special mention goes to the site foreman Jai Flude, Ben Johnston
and their team for their diligence and care on site.

Photography by Trevor Mein
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Roseleigh Addition
Fitzroy North
2017
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The original house had a graceful style, with a beautiful garden facing two
street and a generous verandah to the front on two sides. The siting of the
house was unusual in that there was no back yard as such – the rear part of
the house was a carport and most of the open space is located along the
side and front of the house – meaning that the public and private areas
were different to most houses of the area.
Our approach was to maintain and refurbish the existing fabric of the
house. The only demolition that we proposed was the old lean to kitchen
area and we felt it was important to retain as much of the house as we
possibly could. The new addition provided at ground level a new kitchen,
laundry and bathroom facilities. While upstairs the house has a new master
bedroom and en suite. To the rear of the property we maintained the car
space, storage and services. The original building was not altered in any
substantial way other than painting, new storage units, lighting and other
careful interventions to simply bring the spaces back to life in a way that
is true to the original building. A new opening connects old and new and
there is a seamless transition between the living, dining and kitchen areas
that while they are separate spaces they are also connected to each other.
The new building is a carefully crafted building that performs a number
of tasks in this constrained location. The form and expression of the new
addition seeks to sit comfortably next to the existing brick dwelling, the
lane way to the rear and be prominent so as to make the most of the corner
location. The shape of the building is carefully considered – we chose an
asymmetrical gable roof that kept the height of the new building low to
the lane way side. This meant we did not impact the amount of sunlight
our neighbours received during the day. It also meant the shape of the
new contemporary addition building reflected the shapes and forms of
the original house. By stepping the new addition towards the street we
were able to create openings to the street and create a new courtyard that
opened up from the kitchen area. This private open space will be enriched
become as the garden that the owners put in place is given time to mature.
The choice of materials was carefully selected – we choose zinc cladding for
the exterior and we purposefully used the same material for the roof and
walls of the upstairs addition. The natural zinc cladding allows for a crisper
detailing around windows, gutters and fascias – and we felt this was an
appropriate way to link the craftsmanship of the original building with the
new addition. We also know that over time the zinc will take on a patina as it
weathers that will enrich the facade. It is also a material that is designed to
last and we know that all things considered the new addition will be around
for a long period of time. Downstairs we recycled the existing bricks from
the original house and reused the material for both the brick paving and
external walls. And internally we used tiles, polished concrete and laminate
for the joinery. Our aim was to make the spaces feel light and connected –
and we made sure that the materials sat comfortably in the environment we
created rather than become a feature in themselves.
Photography by Trevor Mein
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East Elevation
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Worker’s Cottage
Fitzroy North
2014
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Another example of a much loved residence and community, our
clients were desperate to rejuvenate their aging Victorian home.
When faced with leaving the area instead of being able to afford
the renovations they had been quoted, DiMase Architects created
an affordable and albeit striking design solution that not only met
the needs of the client’s budget but also sought inspiration from the
otherwise impinging council requirements.
While the restored façade and front two bedrooms pay homage
to the Victorian heritage, the remainder of the home has been
given a new lease on life through modern architecture. Among
the extension’s most striking features are: spanning windows and
skylights, geometric shapes and angles, and a white base accented
by recycled timber and plywood materials.
The minimalist design style throughout the home includes custom
storage and in-built furniture, creating an effortless separation of
space within the home that rather than being boxy, feels cosy and
intimate.
The double height ceiling does well to ensure that the relatively
limited kitchen-dining space remains vast, while the spanning back
window invites the back deck and garden into the space. Perhaps our
favourite feature of the home is the ‘Tiny Tower Of Books’, a creative
use of otherwise wasted space in the stairwell landing. This compact
bookshelf acts as a gallery for of our client’s personal library.
Another striking feature of the home’s extension is the surprisingly
practical roof line. Upon entering the master suite, you will see
something of an odd A-frame roof that adds a structural aesthetic to
the space. This geometric addition came as a result of the planning
process. When meeting council standards and considering the
overshadow of the home’s very close neighbours, this interesting
roof line offered the perfect alternative that allowed ample natural
light into the space, without impinging on the daylight access of the
surrounding homes. The second floor extension offers our client’s
a private retreat, fit with master bedroom, study space and custom
wardrobes, all accented by this expansive ceiling and a recycled stain
glass window. Inspired by a Melbournian café stumbled across in a
lane way, much like the home itself, the backyard features custombuilt timber seating and decking, perfect for entertaining and
lounging.
This project is a great example of what economical and practical
architecture practices can achieve, which in this case is a renewed
and exciting home for a young inner-city family.

Photography by Trevor Mein
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Brunswick Street House
Fitzroy North
2014
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This run-down, double-fronted home in Melbourne’s North Fitzroy
required a restoration of its charming period features as well as a
renovation and second storey extension to accommodate for our
client’s changing needs. A key focus of our design was to meet the
practical needs of this growing family with a contemporary design
that also respected the much loved history of the home.
In honouring the rich Colonial history of the home, the exterior
brick and iron work was restored, framing a beautifully revived stain
glass feature around the entrance of the home. Upon entering,
these period features remain consistent, as the first half of the home
including the master and spare bedroom, and sitting rooms, have
merely been revived to their formed glory, decorated with plaster
ceiling roses, open fireplaces and picture rails. This classic elegance
has been encouraged by the selection of period furniture and rich
tones of timber floor boards and dark green feature walls.
The freshly laid natural timber floors draw the eye down the hallway
and into the double-heightened kitchen, living and dining spaces,
made all the larger by the back floor to ceiling windows. Passing
freshly reconfigured study and bathroom spaces, the ‘heart’ of the
home is one accented by timber joinery, a sense of family and an
immense sense of space.
The void makes the geometric design of the staircase all the more
dramatic, while the limited lighting installations create points of
visual interest in the space. The mezzanine level was required for the
client’s two children, providing them with a separate space for their
bedrooms, private bathroom and storage spaces. The spanning
windows at the back of the home look out onto the newly constructed
deck and backyard space. This also opens onto the lane way at the
back of the home, a position that upon a dusky sky creates a striking
view of the home’s rear, navy blue exterior.
It was through our re-configuration of this period home, with the help
of modern architecture design that we were able to breath new life
and light into the structure, creating a beautiful home well-equipped
the facilitate the busy lives of a modern family.

Photography by Katya Menshikova
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Middle Park Terrace
Middle Park
2016
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This single fronted period home located in one of Melbourne’s most
in demand suburbs has undergone a complete face-lift, transforming
the aging structure into a pragmatic and skillfully crafted piece of
architecture, well equipped to weather the occupancy of a young
family.
Our clients required a design that would best utilize the narrow site,
increasing the amount of space available for the family to live, eat
and sleep. A second story was a necessary addition to the renovation
of the ground floor, creating an entirely new space to be claimed by
the couple’s young sons.
Upon entering the home, there is a story to be told, of a transition
from old to new. The external iron work has been restored, the stain
glass window renewed, and the period features do well to keep the
rich history of the area and the façade of the home alive. The creative
re-use of the home’s existing structure involved the continuation of
this respect to the home’s period features in the front rooms, with
the entry way and main bedroom accessories by ceiling roses and
necromantic cornices.
The intersection of traditional and modern is apparent in the home’s
increasing features of timber and recycled materials, as you are drawn
down the entryway and towards a black timber architrave that marks
the newest extension of the home. A visually striking stairwell by way
of timber panelling is flooded by natural light made accessible via
one of the many voids and spanning windows looking up towards
the second floor. The mismatch of timber species throughout the
home strikes a contrast to the often typical use of timber in modern
design today, while the various geometric and rounded shapes
of timber features add a visual interest to the otherwise ‘light and
bright’ space.
With the client doubling as the project’s builder, it is no surprise that
there has been a relentless attention to detail throughout the home’s
construction, with features from exposed bolts to safety precautions
considered with the upmost care. The home manages to achieve
such an immense sense of space in what would otherwise be
considered a small and land-locked site, while the unique approach
to timber features serve to create modern yet welcoming spaces to
be enjoyed.

Photography by Trevor Mein
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Shoreham Studio
Shoreham
2014
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After having revived the client’s coastal
retreat on the same block, we were then
asked to complete a second project,
transforming the existing tool shed into
a retreat. Striking a balance between
practicality, comfortability and aesthetics,
the design called for designated storage,
working, and living areas.
The entry-level garage was completely
refigured to comfortably accommodate two
cars and storage for tools, sports gear and
accessories. The in-built storage ensures that
the garage remains un-cluttered and, while
the industrial design approach appeals to
the masculine, the use of warm timbers
and bright paints appeal to the inner child
reaching for the backyard stumps.
The exposure of raw materials teamed with
industrial finishes continues throughout
with a timber panelled staircase leading
up to the first-floor and into the heart the
space. In the same way that the garage has
been made to feel inviting, the upper area
is warmed by timber accents and custom
cabinetry that invite the surrounding
landscape inside.
What was once a neglected tool shed has
now become a well-adapted part of the
rural landscape – a somewhat hidden retreat
fit for work and play.

Photography by Katya Menshikova
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Matilda Bay Brewer’s Canteen
Port Melbourne
2012 + 2014
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The client, Matilda Bay Brewing Company, sought a lively but
intimate bar for their new tasting room in Port Melbourne. The bar
was to be situated amongst the industrial activity of the site, while
simultaneously offering a reprieve from the site’s labor. The original
idea of brewery workers building their own canteen, and then using
it as a meeting place for after work drinks, came to life with the
creation of this Matilda Bay Brewer’s Canteen.
The site of the design, within the factory itself, allowed great
opportunities for creative re-use and complementary industrial
design. The initial stage of design saw the construction of the bar
itself. Nestled amongst the pipe work and concrete surrounds of the
warehouse, the bar is separated from the work site by little more
than a thin wire caging. The bar honours the industrial surroundings
through its appropriate use of ‘raw’ materials, re-useable and modern
furnishings. The bar surface is constructed from a timber work bench,
the front of which uses cool-room panelling and standing steel
drums become tables. Despite the use of traditionally cold materials
such as stainless steel, old bricks, cable trays and industrial lighting,
their close proximity creates a sense of concentration and intimacy
that contrasts the vast space of the factory.
Due to the increasing demand for a larger space to cater to the
canteen’s growing clientele, the second stage of The Matilda Bay
Brewers’ Canteen saw the introduction of much needed additional
seating and dining space, as well as the construction of an outdoor
terrace and a hidden street presence.
In keeping with the industrial design approach, the new spaces
were styled in with rustic yet warm finishes. The raw and exposed
brick materials offer a rough and complementary backdrop to
modern, industrial lighting fixtures, while the naked bulbs give off
similar warmth to that of a naked flame of the family fireplace. This
welcoming and somewhat familiar atmosphere is encouraged by an
outdoor space best enjoyed with a cold beer on a warm night, and
with a light wind off near-by Port Melbourne harbour.
Not only a hit with potential clients of the brewery, the Matilda Bay
Brewers’ Canteen has been awarded various accolades since its
completion in 2013:
ArchiTeam 2012 Awards – Best Design (Commercial)
Eat Drink Design Awards 2012 – Highly Commended in Best Bar
Design category
Restaurant & Bar Design Awards 2013 – Shortlisted for the International
Canteen category

Photography by Matt Irwin
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Ground Floor Plan

Section
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Shed Light
Federation Square
2012
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Light sustains us, it is abundant, ever-present, and it all comes at no
cost courtesy of the sun.
Bringing buildings to light is our passion, so we were excited by the
chance to take part in Shed Light at the 2012 Light in Winter festival
at Federation Square in Melbourne.
While most lighting installations rely on artificial light for their effect,
we saw Shed Light as an opportunity to create a structure that
responded to natural light in all its forms: sunlight, moonlight and
the light of the Melbourne city.
Our unique installation offered a shelter in the heated temperatures
of the Australian summer, reflections of the city lights and glare and
a unique perspective of our Southern sky from between the panels.
It is our belief that buildings exist as part of both the built and natural
environments and it is through such a project as Shed Light that
we aim to share this with people. Throughout our residential and
hospitality projects we do the same and honour this connection
through our careful environmental and architectural design.
We believe that it truly is our unique eye for daylight design that
invigorates our spaces with such a clarity and openness that cannot
be replicated by artificiality and therefore we commit ourselves to
creative and sustainable design solutions that enhance the human
experience of the built environment, wholeheartedly believing that
with great architecture we can transform our experience of the world.

Photography by Matt Irwin
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