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Sitting
pretty
This sustainable addition to a period brick home in
Melbourne’s inner north is carefully considered to
be respectful of the original building, its immediate
neighbours and its wider urban context.
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ADDING AN EXTENSION TO A PERIOD
home in a way that’s sympathetic and
enhances its liveability is always a design
challenge. For Donna and Michael’s early
20th century house in Melbourne’s inner
north, adding to the complexity of the brief
was the small block size, its exposed street
corner location in a densely built urban
environment, and the fact that a large
part of the design process had to be done
remotely as the clients were living overseas.
Working in international development,
Donna and Michael spent 10 years living in
Tanzania and Thailand before moving their
base back to Melbourne. They bought their
North Fitzroy house sight unseen in 2012.
“We knew the area well and were specific
about what we wanted: an old house with
character, and some garden space,” explains
Donna. “We had seen a lot of dark ‘tunnel’
type terrace houses, and were drawn to this
one because it was different from that.”
Semi-detached, the double brick original
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house had two bedrooms, a living room and
a dining room plus a 1980s lean-to kitchen
and laundry at the back. Unusually, most
of the block’s open space is along the street
frontages at the front and side of the house,
with just a carport to the rear: this required
special consideration of public and private
outside areas.
Around 2014, while living in Thailand,
the couple began the process of looking
for an architect to rejuvenate the house
and add a new kitchen, bathroom and
main bedroom. Wanting someone who
had completed similar projects locally and
“understood the built environment of the
area”, they chose Antony DiMase, based just
around the corner. “Michael and Donna’s
brief was not a specific one, but more of a
discussion about how to add new spaces
while respecting the original building
and integrating the new with the old,
keeping everything clean, functional and
pragmatic,” says Antony. a

“We definitely didn’t want
the new part of the house
to be just a wooden
weatherboard box plonked
on the back,” says
homeowner Donna. “Our
architect Antony came up
with the peaked roofline,
sloping more at the back so
that it doesn’t block the
southern neighbours’ sun
– we liked that
consideration.” The upper
storey walls and roof of the
addition are clad in zinc for
crisper detailing and
longevity.

43

HOUSE PROFILE

MELBOURNE METRO

With the aim of retaining as much of
the original house as possible, demolition
was limited to the lean-to kitchen. Antony
designed a two-storey addition to sit in its
place, housing a new kitchen and bathroom
with laundry on the ground floor, and a
bedroom with ensuite upstairs. Because
of its location on an exposed corner
site, the design of the addition required
considerable thought. “I was conscious
of scale and the way it sat on the block,”
explains Antony. “The main thing was to do
the right thing by the house and the street –
to be quiet, restrained and purposeful, not
showy.”
The final design incorporates a concrete
slab, ground floor walls built from brick
reclaimed from the demolition, and an
upper storey with an asymmetrical gabled
roof that both maintains sunlight to the

southern neighbours and reflects the shapes
and forms of the original house. “We chose
zinc cladding for the roof and walls of the
upper storey, allowing for crisper detailing
around windows, gutters and fascias,” says
Antony. “Over time the zinc will take on a
patina as it weathers that will enrich the
facade.” It’s also long-lasting and requires
no maintenance.
Donna and Michael are very pleased
with the finished house, which also
functions as office for both of them when
they are not overseas for their work. “It’s a
very easy house to live in – the spaces work
well,” says Donna. “I was concerned that
it would still be a very small house, but it
actually feels quite spacious because of all
the light and the high ceilings.” It works
well thermally too; the couple says that the
downstairs stays cool through the hot days

of summer, aided by good cross ventilation
and night purging of warm air. A small
reverse-cycle air conditioner helps upstairs.
And far from feeling exposed on their
corner, they have found that they love the
connection with their surroundings. “The
windows downstairs were all about light
and views to the garden, but there are more
views further afield than we’d thought
about. I really like the glimpses down the
nearby streets,” says Michael.
Antony is happy with the outcome too.
“I think it’s the best fit for the demands
of the site – the clients, builders, council
and neighbours are all happy. It’s a
responsible building, sitting in a complex
urban environment without making a huge
statement, yet still taking on the challenge
of being a serious piece of architecture.”

x
The space occupied by the house’s former
bathroom has been reclaimed as an airlock
between the corridor and the dining area,
and is flooded with natural light thanks to a
double-glazed skylight. The skylight can
also be opened, important for encouraging
cross ventilation and night purging of warm
air in summer.

j
A good, functional kitchen was important for Michael and
Donna, who both love to cook. The long narrow windows
above the bench ensure plenty of light and cross
ventilation, and have the unexpected benefit of providing
glimpses of the neighbourhood over the top of the fence.
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As much of the existing
house as possible was
retained, including the
lounge and dining room.
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Roseleigh Project
—Specifications
Credits

Sustainable Features

DESIGNER
Antony DiMase

HOT WATER
– Sanden heat pump, 315L tall
tank.

BUILDER
Appetite for Construction
Nick Lightfoot
PROJECT TYPE
Alteration
PROJECT LOCATION
North Fitzroy, VIC
COST
$606,000
SIZE
House 183 m2
Site 294 m2
BUILDING STAR RATING
6 Star (whole house)

l
The upper storey of the
new addition houses a main
bedroom with
neighbourhood views to
the north, and a spacious
ensuite under the
asymmetrically angled roof.
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RENEWABLE ENERGY
– 3.78kW Solon solar panels with
SMA inverter.
WATER SAVING
– 2500L water tank for garden
use.
PASSIVE DESIGN / HEATING &
COOLING
– Optimised northern glazing
with considered shading
design
– Low-e double glazing to all
windows and glazed doors
– Insulated concrete slab for
thermal mass
– Roof form maximises solar
harvesting potential while
maintaining solar access to
rear rooms
– Natural cross ventilation paths
designed for effective night
purging of heat in summer.

ACTIVE HEATING & COOLING
– Hydronic slab heating to
extension and H2O Heating
steel panel radiators
– Ceiling fans from Aerotron to
meal area
– Small air conditioner upstairs.
BUILDING MATERIALS
– Floors: polished concrete by
Hanson in the extension area;
jarrah timber for stairs and
pine timber for airlock floor
– Face brickwork for downstairs
wall and elZinc Slate standing
seam for first floor cladding
and roof
– Insulation: R2.0 underslab
insulation; R2.5 Optimo
underfloor insulation by CSR
Bradford; R2.7 Bradford Gold
high performance wall batts,
Bradford Thermoseal wall
wrap, R6.0 Bradford Gold high
performance ceiling batts to
existing area; R5.0 Bradford
Gold high performance ceiling
batts for extension roof; R2.5

Bradford new generation
soundscreen plus for acoustic.
WINDOWS & GLAZING
– Low-e double glazing
throughout extension windows
and French door supplied by
Future Windows.
LIGHTING
– LED lights from Inlite.
PAINTS, FINISHES & FLOOR
COVERINGS
– Dulux low-VOC interior paints
– Hipergrind slab seal
– Zero-VOC timber finishes for
internal and external timber
– Murano floor tiles from
Elegance Tile in bathroom
– Architect Apex carpet tiles from
Above Left for main bedroom;
Tretford Carpet for others.
OTHER ESD FEATURES
– Food producing garden
– Minimal intervention and
change to existing dwelling.

